TOWN OF GOLDEN BEACH, FLORIDA
ORDINANCE NO. 567.15

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN
OF GOLDEN BEACH, FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 2
OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF GOLDEN BEACH,
FLORIDA, AS AMENDED, ENTITLED
“ADMINISTRATION,” BY CREATING ARTICLE IX,
ENTITLED “LOBBYING,” PROVIDING DEFINITIONS,
REQUIRING THE REGISTRATION OF LOBBYISTS,
PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS, PENALTIES AND
ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS OF
INTERESTS; CONTAINING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE
AND PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION AND AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Gold Beach, Florida (“Town Council”)
finds it periodically necessary to amend its Code of Ordinances (“Code”) in order to
update regulations and procedures to implement municipal goals and objectives; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to create lobbying registration and reporting
requirements to provide transparency relating to third party interests within the Town of
Golden Beach (the “Town”); and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of this Ordinance to implement all applicable County
laws pertaining to lobbying; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council finds that adopting this lobbying Ordinance is in the
best interest of the Town.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GOLDEN
BEACH, FLORIDA, HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:1

Section 1. Recitals Adopted. Each of the above recitals is hereby adopted and

incorporated as if fully set forth in this Section.
Section 2. Code Amended. Chapter 2 is hereby amended to create ARTICLE
IX to read as follows:

“ARTICLE I. — IN GENERAL

*kk

ARTICLE IX. - LOBBYING

!Additions to existing code text are shown by underline; deletions from existing code text are shown by strikethrough.
Changes between first and second reading are indicated with highlight.
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Sec. 2-309. — Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the

meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a

different meaning:

Expenditure: A payment, distribution, loan, advance, reimbursement, deposit, or

anything of value made by a lobbyist or principal paid or provided directly or indirectly to

or for the benefit of any elected official or employee of the Town for the purpose of

lobbying.
Lobbyist. Any individual, corporation, partnership, or other legal entity employed or

retained, whether paid or not, by a principal who seeks to encourage the approval,

disapproval, adoption, repeal, passage, defeat, or modification of any ordinance,

resolution, action or decision of the Town Council, or any action, decision,

recommendation of any Town board or committee, or any action, decision or

recommendation of any Town personnel during the time period of the entire decision-

making process on _such action, decision or recommendation that foreseeably will be

heard or reviewed by the Town Council, or a Town board or committee. The term

specifically includes the principal as well as any employee engaged in lobbying activities.

Person: Any individual, corporation, partnership or other legal entity or an agent or

employee thereof.

Principal: The person that has employed or retained the services of a lobbyist.

Other terms: Any other term used herein and not defined, shall have the meaning

ascribed to it in the Miami-Dade County Conflict of Interest and Ethics Ordinance, as that

may be amended from time to time (the “County Ordinance”).

Sec. 2-310. — Registration.

All lobbyists shall, before engaging in lobbying activities, register with the Town

Clerk. Every person required to register as a lobbyist shall:

(1) Register on a form prepared by the Town Clerk; and

(2) File a form with the Town Clerk, signed by the principal or the principal's

representative, stating that the lobbyist is authorized to represent the

principal; and

(3) State under oath the following:

Page 2 of 6 Ordinance 567.15



a. name and business address of the registrant;

b. the name and address of each principal which has employed or retained

the reqistrant to lobby;

c. the specific issue for which he/she has been employed or retained to

lobby:;
d. the existence of any direct or indirect business association, partnership,

or financial relationship with any employee or representative of the

Town;
e. the fact that no contingent fees or contingent compensation is being paid
to the lobbyist; and

Any change to any information originally filed shall require that person to file an

amendment to the registration forms. Every person has a continuing duty to supply

information and amend the forms filed throughout the period for which the lobbying

occurs. For each separate principal/event/occurrence or representation, an additional

disclosure form shall be filed.

Sec. 2-311. — Exceptions to registration.

The following shall not be required to register under this section:

(1)

()

)

(4)

Any public official or Town staff discussing matters relevant to their official

duties;
Any individual (citizen/resident) who only appears in _his/her individual

capacity or on behalf of an immediate family member for the purpose of self-

representation without compensation or reimbursement, whether direct or

indirect, to express support of or opposition to any item, including but not

limited to those who are members of homeowner or neighborhood

associations:

Any person who must appear or is requested to appear before the Town

Council, board, committee or any member thereof, or Town staff in a quasi-

judicial proceeding or any agent, attorney, officer or employee of such person:;

A foreign dignitary appearing in his/her official capacity.

Sec. 2-312. — Reporting requirements; Notice for failure to register; Penalties;

Enforcement.
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(1) Reporting Requirements. All lobbyists subject to registration requirements

shall submit to the Town Clerk's office a signed statement under oath listing

all lobbying expenditures for the preceding calendar year with regards to the

specific issue on which the lobbyist has been engaged to lobby. The lobbying

statement shall include expenditures for food and beverage, entertainment,

research, communication, media advertising, publications, travel, lodging

and special events. Such statement of expenditures, entitled "Annual

Expenditures Report," shall be rendered on the form provided by the Town

Clerk's office and shall be open for public inspection. Such statement shall

be filed by February 1%t of each year, even if there have been no

expenditures during the preceding calendar year. The lobbyist and principal

have a continuing duty to supply accurate information and amend said

reports when so needed. The Town Clerk shall keep a current list and a file

of reqgistered lobbyists and registration forms required under this section,

which shall be open to the public for inspection.

(2) Notice for failure to register. The Town Clerk shall notify any lobbyist (or

principal) who fails to timely file the expenditure or fee disclosure reports

referenced in subsection (1) above.

(3) Penalties. In addition to any other penalties which may be imposed pursuant

to the Town Code of Ordinances, any lobbyist who fails to file the required

expenditure report by April 30 shall be assessed a fine of $50.00 per day

(beginning on May 1) and automatically suspended from lobbying until all

fines are paid.

(4) Enforcement. The Council hereby delegates to the Miami-Dade Commission

on Ethics the enforcement of this Ordinance and any violations thereof,

including penalties as provided for under section 2-11.1(s) of the County

Ordinance.

dedek

Section 3. Repealer. All ordinances or parts of ordinances, resolutions or parts
of resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.
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Section 4. Severability. The provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be
severable and if any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance shall for any
reason be held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity
of the remaining sections, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Ordinance but they
shall remain in effect, it being the legislative intent that this Ordinance shall stand
notwithstanding the invalidity of any part.

Section 5. Codification. That it is the intention of the Town Council, and hereby

ordained, that the provisions of the Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the
Code of the Town of Golden Beach; that the sections of this Ordinance may be re-
numbered and/or re-lettered to accomplish such intentions; and that the word,
“Ordinance,” shall be changed to “Section” or such other appropriate word.

Section 6. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon

adoption on second reading.

[REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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The Motion to adopt the foregoing Ordinance was offered by Counciimember

Lusskin, seconded by Vice Mayor Rojas, and on roll call the following vote ensued:

Mayor Glenn Singer

Vice-Mayor Amy Isackson-Rojas
Councilmember Kenneth Bernstein

Councilmember Judy Lusskin

Councilmember Bernard Einstein

PASSED AND ADOPTED on first reading this 20" day of October, 2015.

The Motion to adopt the foregoing Ordinance was offered by Vice Mayor Rojas,

seconded by Councilmember Lusskin, and on roll the following vote ensued:

Mayor Glenn Singer

Vice-Mayor Amy Isackson-Rojas
Councilmember Kenneth Bernstein
Councilmember Judy Lusskin
Councilmember Bernard Einstein

g

Aye
Absent

g

44

PASSED AND ADOPTED on second reading this 17" day of Npovember, 2015.

ATJEST:

>

ER
TOWN CLERK

APPROVED AS TO FORM
AND LEGAL SUFF|CIANCY:

STEPHEN J.
TOWN ATTORNEY
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