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TOWN OF GOLDEN BEACH

One Golden Beach Drive

Golden Beach, FL  33160

______________________________________________________________________

 Official Minutes for the September 9, 2014
First Budget Hearing & Special Town Council Meeting called for 7:00 P.M.

A.
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

Mayor Singer called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.
B.
ROLL CALL
Councilmembers Present: Mayor Glenn Singer, Vice Mayor Bernard Einstein, Councilmember Amy Isackson-Rojas, Councilmember Judy Lusskin, Councilmember Ken Bernstein (via speakerphone)

Staff Present: Town Manager Alexander Diaz, Interim Town Clerk Michael Glidden,

Assistant Police Chief Rudy Herbello, Finance Director Maria D. Camacho, Town Attorney Stephen Helfman, Building Department Director Linda Epperson, Building Official Dan Nieda
C.
PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE 


Assistant Police Chief led the Pledge of Allegiance

***At this time Mayor Singer skipped down to K8-9, because both are time certain items***
D.
PRESENTATIONS / TOWN PROCLAMATIONS 
Mayor Singer presented Assistant Chief George Cadavid with a Recognition of Service Award. Mayor Singer Presented Chief Don De Lucca with an award for Outstanding Leadership and Dedication.
E.
MOTION TO SET THE AGENDA

ADDITIONS/ DELETIONS/ REMOVAL OF ITEMS FROM CONSENT AGENDA/ AND CHANGES TO AGENDA
*** Town Manager asks to pull Item #7, which will be moved to the following meeting.  

     Also he noted a scribner’s error on #3 on the Consent Agenda.  The Resolution is  

     correct but the backup should reflect $5,000.00 instead of $2,500.00.
     Councilmember Lusskin made motion to approve.  Consensus vote 5 Ayes 0 Nays
F.
GOOD AND WELFARE
Michael Koonin & Charlene Koonin, 668 Golden Beach Drive
Had a letter to be read into record. Wanted to say that they stand by their opposition of Rooftop Terraces for all reasons they have previously stated.  They feel that it would be fair to allow terraces on the second level that are no more than 25% of the inside live in area of that particular floor.

Dr. Paul Tartell, 640 North Island Drive

Wanted to talk about construction on the property next to his and concerns that newly constructed homes are asking for variances instead of complying with code as guidelines, and show less concern for privacy and the negative impact on neighbors in the community.  He compared the situation to a “game with ever changing rules” and that the envelope is being pushed and people are allowed to do anything they want.  He voiced concerns of newly constructed homes being built with rooftop terraces that allow neighbors to overlook into private properties, losing a sense of privacy and security.  He feels allowing these types of invasions of privacy can change what made the Town so alluring.
**** Town Manager apologized to Dr. Tartell for not realizing his Good & Welfare 

Concern was not about the iguana (removal) issue that Dr. Tartell had called the Town about earlier in the day and that his comments should have fallen into the comments of the Ordinance relating to the topic.
G.
MAYOR’S REPORT
Announced that the Town’s 2014-2015 Budget would be discussed at the meeting and he was proud to say that, if approved, the millage rate would remain the same for the sixth consecutive year.  He commended the Town Manager, Town Staff and Town Council for being fiscally responsible and keeping within budget over the years.
He also commended Finance Director Maria Camacho, the Town Manager Alex Diaz, Lissette Perez and Michael Glidden for putting together another fantastic budget book.

Tonight the Council would also be approving the three-year Collective Bargaining Agreement between the Town of Golden Beach and the Fraternal Order of Police. The Mayor and Town Manager had been working on the agreement for several months to get it completed.  He also thanked the Police Department and Union Representatives for agreeing to the terms of the proposed agreement. 
He extended congratulations to Lissette Perez on the birth of her baby girl and welcomed everyone back from summer.

H.
COUNCIL COMMENTS

Councilmember Lusskin


She extended her congratulations to Lissette on the birth of her baby.

Repairs and repainting to Town mailboxes has made an incredible difference.

She has received two phone calls regarding homes where family members and guests are parking in the street while their own driveways are empty.  

Councilmember Isackson-Rojas

No Comments

Vice Mayor Einstein

He thanked Dr. Tartell for voicing his opinion in Good & Welfare. Vice Mayor Einstein spoke about the workshopping and changes that had been made to the Town’s code over the past few years, and in his nearly 20 years serving on the Council he felt the code had been made more conservative than it had ever been.
When concerns over rooftop terraces were brought to the Council approximately nine months ago, changes were made based on residents’ concerns, including regulating which zones could and could not have rooftop terraces.  Some properties that were already permitted prior to the Council’s decision were grandfathered out of the ruling.  The earlier ruling caused unintended issues for all terraces, not just those on the rooftop level.  Vice Mayor Einstein said he disagreed with Dr. Tartell’s interpretation that variances are issued “willy nilly” and spoke of the review process in place for the variance process.  He also spoke of concerns regarding cars, construction vehicles and food trucks parking in the streets, particularly on the islands.
Councilmember Bernstein: (Arrived at 7:23 p.m.)
He extended his congratulations to Lissette on the birth of her baby. He commended the Town Staff on an amazing job on the budget. He said he noticed that in addition to parking in the streets, cars have been parked blocking sidewalks when not necessary and would like the Police Department to monitor that situation.
He addressed comments about changes to the Town’s code and that the Town Council has tried to make those rules tighter, citing recent restrictions imposed on rooftop terraces.  He also said that the Town looks spectacular but mentioned the budget should allot for changing the Town’s streetlights to a uniform design.
I.
TOWN MANAGER REPORT

Town Manager announced he will review the Town’s Annual Budget.  He also said 


He hoped that the Council and Residents were enjoying their 85th Anniversary gifts.
The Beach Project is not yet complete but with an increase in visitors, Residents seem to be enjoying the renovations already.  Labor Day weekend numbers were larger than expected, more than 300 guests on Sunday and more than 350 on Monday.  The Town Manager asked the Council to look at possibilities of limiting amount of guests that Residents are allowed to bring to the beach.  He also stressed that all beach guests were accompanied by Residents.  In regards to Councilmember Lusskin’s concerns over cars parking in the streets, he is working with the Police Department to determine a way to make nit an enforceable issue.  
In regards to Vice Mayor Einstein’s concerns with food trucks parking in the streets, the Town has asked these types of vehicles to park in the swale areas and not on the streets.  Food trucks have also been given whistles to announce their arrival instead of blowing their horns.
J.   TOWN ATTORNEY REPORT

None

K. 
FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015 BUDGET HEARING REPORT

8.
A Resolution of the Town Council Adopting the Proposed Millage Rate for the Fiscal Year Commencing October 1, 2014 through September 30, 2015. 
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GOLDEN BEACH, FLORIDA, ADOPTING THE PROPOSED MILLAGE RATE OF THE TOWN OF GOLDEN BEACH FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING OCTOBER 1, 2014 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2015 PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTE 200.065 (TRIM BILL); SETTING A DATE FOR A FINAL PUBLIC HEARING TO ADOPT THE MILLAGE RATE; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.




Exhibit:
Agenda Report No. 8






Resolution No. 2372.14



Sponsor:
Town Administration




Recommendation:  Motion to Approve Resolution No. 2372.14
A motion to approve was made by Councilmember Lusskin, seconded by Councilmember Bernstein.
Consensus vote  _5_ Ayes _0_ Nays
9.  A Resolution of the Town Council Adopting the Tentative Budgets for the Fiscal Year Commencing October 1, 2014 through September 30, 2015.
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GOLDEN BEACH, FLORIDA, ADOPTING THE TENTATIVE BUDGETS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING OCTOBER 1, 2014 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2015 PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTE 200.065 (TRIM BILL); PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE  DATE.
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Resolution No. 2373.14



Sponsor:
Town Administration




Recommendation:  Motion to Approve Resolution No. 2373.14
A motion to approve was made by Councilmember Lusskin, seconded by Councilmember Bernstein.

Town Manager Alexander Diaz made a presentation showing the proposed 2014-2015 Budget

On roll call, the following vote ensued:


Mayor Singer





Aye

Vice Mayor Einstein




Aye
   
Councilmember Lusskin



Aye

Councilmember Isackson-Rojas

Aye

Councilmember Bernstein


Aye
       The motion passed.

L. 
ORDINANCES – SECOND READING

None

M.   ORDINANCES - FIRST READING 
1. An Ordinance of the Town Council Amending Part II, Chapter 14, of the Town Code of Ordinances adding a new Article V entitled “Clean Air”.  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF GOLDEN BEACH, FLORIDA, AMENDING PART II, CHAPTER 14, OF THE TOWN’S CODE OF ORDINANCES BY ADDING A NEW ARTICLE V ENTITLED “CLEAN AIR;” PROVIDING STANDARDS FOR A SMOKE-FREE PUBLIC ENVIRONMENT; PROVIDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION; PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.   



Exhibit:
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Ordinance No. 561.14




Sponsor:
Town Administration




Recommendation:  Motion to Approve Ordinance No. 561.14
A motion to approve was made by Councilmember Lusskin, seconded by Councilmember Bernstein.

Mayor Singer spoke to the benefits of being a smoke-free community.  The Ordinance would make smoking in the Town’s streets, parks, sidewalks, Town facilities/properties a violation of Town Code, with an up to $500.00 fine.


On roll call, the following vote ensued:



Mayor Singer





Aye


Vice Mayor Einstein




Aye
   

Councilmember Lusskin



Aye


Councilmember Isackson-Rojas

Aye


Councilmember Bernstein


Aye
       

The motion passed.

2. An Ordinance of the Town Council Amending Chapter 66, “Zoning,” to Permit Rooftop Terraces and Elevators Providing Access for Residential Structures. 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF GOLDEN BEACH, FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 66, “ZONING,” ARTICLE IV “SUPPLEMENTARY DISTRICT REGULATIONS”, DIVISION 11 “ACCESSORY BUILDINGS”, TO PERMIT ROOFTOP TERRACES AND ELEVATORS PROVIDING ROOFTOP ACCESS FOR RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES; PROVIDING FOR LIMITATIONS ON SUCH USE; PROVIDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.   



Exhibit:
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Ordinance No. 562.14




Sponsor:
Town Administration




Recommendation:  Motion to Approve Ordinance No. 562.14

Mayor Singer clarifies the purpose of revisiting this ordinance is to discuss balconies.  The issue with the way the Ordinance was initially proposed was that it was applying restrictions to all roofs, not just rooftop terraces, and unintentionally eliminated all terraces in Town.  Due to code changes requiring homes to have second and third levels stepped back from the ground level, the code itself created areas for terraces to appear.  
Town Manager Alexander Diaz asked the Town Council for definitive clarification and intent regarding the Ordinance.  He also announces that the Chairperson and members of the Town’s Building Regulatory Advisory Board, and Town Building Official are present to help in the drafting process.

Stephen Helfman spoke about the broadness of the Ordinance in its current draft form.  He said keeping the Ordinance as general as possible would allow the Town Council to hone the specifics during the first reading without having to start over if changes needed to be made.  Any changes can be applied at the second reading.  The Ordinance does reflect that the only current allowable area for the rooftop terraces is on the ocean (Zone 1).  The Ordinance does not address cantilevered balconies.

Town Building Official Daniel Nieda addressed confusion between balconies and terraces, speaking to the differences.

Mayor Singer felt that terraces are not an issue, no matter what size, but setbacks must be respected.
Chairman of BRAB, Jerome Hollo, 668 North Island Drive In the past, height was an issue  involving 30’ height restrictions plus additional 10’ for elevator override structures. Terraces have raised concerns over noise and privacy.

Stephen Helfman clarified that setbacks are measured against the face of the building and that projections may enter those setbacks.
Chairman of BRAB, Jerome Hollo, 668 North Island Drive According to the code setbacks are based on the face of the structure, balconies are allowed to project 4’ into the setbacks.  Another concern is that more modern homes having large terraces/balconies causing privacy concerns.  He suggested paying attention to the projections that enter the 10’ side setbacks, size of terraces doesn’t matter.  Side balconies should be allowed as long as they do not protrude into the side setbacks, front and rear setbacks are fine.
Stephen Helfman clarified to the Town Council you want to allow outdoor terraces and balconies on roofs of buildings, except the highest level, as long as those do not extend into setback.  If there are three levels of a house, then terraces are prohibited on the highest roof, but allowed on lower levels.  Those balconies cannot extend beyond the face or setback of the building on the sides.
Mayor Singer added that front and rear projections can cantilever 4 feet into 35’ setback.

Councilmember Bernstein said side projections cannot protrude over 10’ setback at all.  The back yard projections should not be an issue.

Chairman of BRAB, Jerome Hollo, 668 North Island Drive Eaves and eyebrows are currently allowed to project into setbacks and will remain unchanged.

Building Official Daniel Nieda the Advisory Board can exercise discretion on items that don’t violate  code but can be offensive to neighbors, this would include abuses and overstepping of code.

Stephen Helfman stated restrictions should be more finite than the discretion of the Board.
Building Official Daniel Nieda suggested restricting the highest allowable rooftop terrace level in a structure must have habitable level of at least 60% air conditioned level with 40% terrace area.
Councilmember Lusskin does each level still require a 42” parapet?
Stephen Helfman answered yes.

Building Official Daniel Nieda confirmed yes, that is the code.
Stephen Helfman was concerned that a 60/40 ratio could adversely affect designs of homes.

Chairman of BRAB, Jerome Hollo, 668 North Island Drive Advised against restricting lower terraces.

Town Manager Alexander Diaz thanked Mr. Hollo, Mr. Schiff, and Mr. Murciano of the BRAB for being present.

Stephen Helfman stated no rooftop balconies/ terraces except on oceanfront homes.  No kitchens or stereo equipment on rooftop terraces. 

The motion to approve on first reading subject to changes as Council has directed was made by Mayor Singer, seconded by Vice Mayor Einstein.

On roll call, the following vote ensued:


Mayor Singer





Aye

Vice Mayor Einstein




Aye
   
Councilmember Lusskin



Aye

Councilmember Isackson-Rojas

Aye

Councilmember Bernstein


Aye
       The motion passed.
N.   QUASI JUDICIAL RESOLUTIONS


None
O.
CONSENT AGENDA
3. A Resolution of the Town Council Authorizing and Approving the Payment of $5,000.00 to the Sunny Isles Beach Trust Foundation.

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GOLDEN BEACH, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING THE PAYMENT OF $2,500.00 TO THE SUNNY ISLES BEACH TRUST FOUNDATION; PROVIDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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Resolution No. 2367.14



Sponsor:
Town Administration




Recommendation:  Motion to Approve Resolution No. 2367.14
4. A Resolution of the Town Council Approving a Mutual Aid Agreement between the City of Aventura and Golden Beach.  

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GOLDEN BEACH, FLORIDA, APPROVING A MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF AVENTURA AND THE TOWN OF GOLDEN BEACH; PROVIDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.



Exhibit:
Agenda Report No. 4






Resolution No. 2368.14



Sponsor:
Town Administration




Recommendation:  Motion to Approve Resolution No. 2368.14
5. A Resolution of the Town Council Approving a Mutual Aid Agreement between the City of Bay Harbor and Golden Beach.  

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GOLDEN BEACH, FLORIDA, APPROVING A MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF BAY HARBOR ISLANDS AND THE TOWN OF GOLDEN BEACH; PROVIDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.



Exhibit:
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Resolution No. 2369.14



Sponsor:
Town Administration




Recommendation:  Motion to Approve Resolution No. 2369.14
6. A Resolution of the Town Council Approving a Mutual Aid Agreement between the City of Sunny Isles Beach and Golden Beach.  

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GOLDEN BEACH, FLORIDA, APPROVING A MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF SUNNY ISLES BEACH AND THE TOWN OF GOLDEN BEACH; PROVIDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.



Exhibit:
Agenda Report No. 6






Resolution No. 2370.14



Sponsor:
Town Administration




Recommendation:  Motion to Approve Resolution No. 2370.14
7. A Resolution of the Town Council Authorizing the Purchase of Two Segways, One Message Radar Board and Equipment using LETF Funds.
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GOLDEN BEACH, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF TWO SEGWAYS, ONE MESSAGE RADAR BOARD AND EQUIPMENT WITH THE USE OF THE LETF TO PURCHASE AND EQUIP THE UNITS ; PROVIDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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Resolution No. 2371.14



Sponsor:
Town Administration




Recommendation:  Motion to Approve Resolution No. 2371.14
Motion to approve was made by Mayor Singer, seconded by Vice Mayor Einstein.

Consensus vote 5 Ayes 0 Nays. Items O3-O7 pass.
P.
TOWN RESOLUTIONS

8. 
A Resolution of the Town Council Adopting the Proposed Millage Rate for the Fiscal Year Commencing October 1, 2014 through September 30, 2015. 
9.  A Resolution of the Town Council Adopting the Tentative Budgets for the Fiscal Year Commencing October 1, 2014 through September 30, 2015.
10. A Resolution of the Town Council Reauthorizing the Town’s Schedule of Building Permit and Processing Fees.  

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GOLDEN BEACH, FLORIDA, REAUTHORIZING THE TOWN'S SCHEDULE OF BUILDING PERMIT AND PROCESSING FEES; PROVIDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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Resolution No. 2374.14



Sponsor:
Town Administration




Recommendation:  Motion to Approve Resolution No. 2374.14
The motion to approve was made by Councilmember Isackson-Rojas, seconded by Vice Mayor Einstein.


On roll call, the following vote ensued:



Mayor Singer





Aye


Vice Mayor Einstein




Aye
   

Councilmember Lusskin



Aye


Councilmember Isackson-Rojas

Aye


Councilmember Bernstein


Aye
      
     The motion passed.
Vice Mayor Einstein asked if this resolution pertains to roads, curbs and gutters.
Town Manager Alexander Diaz replied that unless the item is specifically addressed it will remain unchanged.  He also said he will be asking the Town Attorney to put together a fee schedule for party rental fees for the next meeting.
11. A Resolution of the Town Council Ratifying the Collective Bargaining Agreement between the Town and the Fraternal Order of Police.  

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GOLDEN BEACH, FLORIDA (“TOWN”), PROVIDING FOR RATIFICATION OF THE COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN AND THE FLORIDA STATE LODGE, FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE; AUTHORIZING THE TOWN MAYOR TO SIGN THE COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE TOWN; PROVIDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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Resolution No. 2375.14



Sponsor:
Town Administration




Recommendation:  Motion to Approve Resolution No. 2375.14
The motion to approve was made by Vice Mayor Einstein, seconded by Councilmember Lusskin.


On roll call, the following vote ensued:



Mayor Singer





Aye


Vice Mayor Einstein




Aye
   

Councilmember Lusskin



Aye


Councilmember Isackson-Rojas

Aye


Councilmember Bernstein


Aye
      
     The motion passed.
12. A Resolution of the Town Council Approving Amendment #1 to the 2014-2015 Fiscal Year Operating Budget.  
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GOLDEN BEACH, FLORIDA, APPROVING AMENDMENT #1 TO THE 2014-2015 FISCAL YEAR OPERATING BUDGET; PROVIDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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Resolution No. 2376.14



Sponsor:
Town Administration




Recommendation:  Motion to Approve Resolution No. 2376.14
The motion to approve was made by Councilmember Lusskin, seconded by Councilmember Isackson-Rojas.


On roll call, the following vote ensued:



Mayor Singer





Aye


Vice Mayor Einstein




Aye
   

Councilmember Lusskin



Aye


Councilmember Isackson-Rojas

Aye


Councilmember Bernstein


Aye
      
     The motion passed.
Q. 
DISCUSSION & DIRECTION TO TOWN MANAGER
Mayor Glenn Singer:

    


None Requested
Vice Mayor Bernard Einstein:

None Requested
Councilmember Amy Isackson-Rojas:
   
None Requested

Councilmember Kenneth Bernstein:


None Requested

Councilmember Judy Lusskin:



None Requested
Town Manager Alexander Diaz



Town Manager Alexander Diaz announced the next meeting would be Tuesday, September 23rd at 7:00 p.m. for the Final Budget Hearing and asked if the Council would like to hold over items for Second Reading for next meeting or next month’s meeting.



Mayor Singer advised Second Readings would be done at the September 23rd meeting

R.
ADJOURNMENT:

A motion to adjourn the Council Meeting was made by Councilmember Lusskin, seconded by Councilmember Bernstein. 

Consensus vote _5_ Ayes _0_ Nays. Motion passes.

The meeting adjourned at 10:12 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Michael Glidden

Michael Glidden

Interim Town Clerk
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