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· 126 million nonsmoking Americans are exposed to secondhand smoke at home and work.

· Secondhand smoke exposure causes nearly 50,000 deaths in adult nonsmokers in the U.S. each year. And since the 1964 Surgeon General’s Report, 2.5 Million adults who were nonsmokers died from breathing secondhand smoke.

· Nonsmokers increase their risk of developing lung cancer by 20% to 30% and heart disease by 25% to 30% when they are exposed to secondhand smoke.

· About 3,400 deaths from lung disease in nonsmokers each year are caused by secondhand smoke exposure.

· An estimated 46,000 nonsmokers who live with smokers die each year from heart disease.

· Between 150,000 and 300,000 children under the age of 18 months get respiratory infections (such as pneumonia and bronchitis) from secondhand smoke; 7,500 to 15,000 of them must be hospitalized.

· More than 40% of children who visit the emergency room for severe asthma attacks live with smokers.

· In the U.S. secondhand smoke costs over $10 Billion a year in extra medical care, illness and death.
*All information gathered from American Cancer Society, WebMD & CDC.org
